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Influential 
Women in Flight 
Bessie Coleman
January 26, 1892 – April 30, 1926
Hometown: Atlanta, Texas
Occupation: Pilot
Known for: first woman of African-American descent and 
Native American descent to hold a pilot’s license
More Key Facts
 Could only afford to attend college for one semester
 Earned her pilot’s license in France because American flight 
schools would not accept women or black individuals
 Worked as a barnstormer and performed for paying 
audiences
 Nicknamed “Queen Bess”
Bessie Coleman worked as a manicurist to save 
money before moving to France and becoming the 
first woman of African-American and Native 
American descent to earn a pilot’s license.
“The air is the only place free from 
prejudice.”
- Bessie Coleman
Influential 
Women in Flight 
Sally Ride
May 26, 1951 – July 23, 2012
Hometown: Los Angeles, California
Occupation: NASA Astronaut, Physicist
Known for: first American woman in space; youngest 
American astronaut to travel to space; first known LGBTQ 
astronaut
More Key Facts
 Graduated from Stanford University
 Holds a doctorate degree in physics
 Became an astronaut candidate in January 1978
 First space trip began on June 18, 1983
 Logged a total of 14 days in space
 After retiring, led public outreach programs 
encouraging girls to be interested in science
 Discovered the cause of the Challenger explosion
Sally Ride began as a nationally ranked tennis 
player in high school before becoming the first 
American woman to travel to space.
“The stars don't look bigger, but they do 
look brighter.”
- Sally Ride
Influential 
Women in Flight 
Judith Resnik
April 5, 1949 – January 28, 1986
Hometown: Akron, Ohio
Occupation: NASA Astronaut, Electrical Engineer
Known for: first Jewish-American woman in space
More Key Facts
 Graduated from the University of Maryland
 Holds a doctorate degree in electrical engineering
 Became an astronaut candidate in January 1978
 First space trip began on August 30, 1984
 Logged a total of 6 days in space
 Died in the Challenger disaster
 Awarded the Congressional Space Medal of Honor after her 
death
Judith Resnik was born to Jewish immigrants  
from the Ukraine.  She excelled in mathematics and 
played classical piano in high school before 
becoming an electrical engineer and working for 
NASA.
“I want to do everything there is to be done.”
- Judith Resnik
Influential 
Women in Flight 
Mae Jemison
Born: October 17, 1956
Hometown: Decatur, Alabama
Occupation: NASA Astronaut, Physician
Known for: first African-American woman to travel to 
space
More Key Facts
 Graduated from Stanford University and Cornell Medical 
College
 Became an astronaut candidate in June 1987
 First space trip began on September 12, 1992
 Has logged a total of 8 days in space
 Advocates for minority students who are interested in the 
sciences
Mae Jemison was an excellent dancer in college 
and served in the Peace Corps before becoming the 
first African-American woman to travel to space.
“Never be limited by other people’s limited 
imaginations… If you adopt their attitudes, 
then the possibility won’t exist because you’ll 
have already shut it out.”
- Mae Jemison
Influential 
Women in Flight 
Ellen Ochoa
Born: May 10, 1958
Hometown: La Mesa, California
Occupation: NASA Astronaut, Electrical Engineer
Known for: first Hispanic woman in space
More Key Facts
 Graduated from Stanford University
 Holds a doctorate degree in electrical engineering
 Became an astronaut candidate in January 1990
 First space trip began on April 8, 1993
 Has logged a total of 40 days in space
 Currently serves as the director of NASA’s Johnson Space 
Center
Ellen Ochoa, a Mexican-American woman, was 
bullied for enjoying science as a young girl. She was 
rejected by NASA twice before being chosen as an 
astronaut candidate and becoming the first Hispanic 
woman in space.
“What everyone in the astronaut corps 
shares in common is not gender or ethnic 
background, but motivation, perseverance, 
and desire…”
- Ellen Ochoa
Influential 
Women in Flight 
Kalpana Chawla
March 17, 1962 – February 1, 2003
Hometown: Karnal, Punjab, India
Occupation: NASA Astronaut, Aerospace Engineer
Known for: first Indian-American woman in space
More Key Facts
 Graduated from the University of Colorado
 Holds a doctorate degree in aerospace engineering
 Became an astronaut candidate in December 1994
 First space trip began on November 19, 1997
 Logged a total of 31 days in space
 Died during her second space mission in 2003
Kalpana Chawla lived in India for many years 
before moving to the United States in the 1980s and 
becoming an astronaut for NASA. 
“When you look at the stars and galaxy, you 
feel that you are not just from any particular 
piece of land, but from the solar system.”
- Kalpana Chawla
Influential 
Women in Flight 
Peggy Whitson
Born: February 9, 1960
Hometown: Beaconsfield, Iowa
Occupation: NASA Astronaut, biochemist
Known for: spending more time in space than any other 
woman in the world and any American of any gender; first 
female astronaut to command the International Space 
Station twice
More Key Facts
 Graduated from Rice University
 Holds a doctorate degree in biochemistry
 Became an astronaut candidate in April 1996
 First space trip began on June 5, 2002
 Has logged a total of 665 days in space
 Most recent space flight ended on September 3, 2017
 Remains on active flight duty
Peggy Whitson was born on a small farm in 
Iowa and became one of the most prolific and 
influential astronauts of the modern day.
“In terms of goals for NASA before I die, 
we need to be living on Mars. And I 
might not live that long, so they better 
get on with it!”
- Peggy Whitson
Influential 
Women in Flight 
Jessica Watkins
Born: May 14, 1988
Hometown: Lafayette, Colorado
Occupation: NASA Astronaut, Geologist
Known for: NASA astronaut candidate of the class of 2017
More Key Facts
 Graduated from the University of California, Los Angeles
 Holds a doctorate degree in geology
 Worked at the Ames Research Center and Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, where she assisted with the Mars rover 
Curiosity
 Became an astronaut candidate in August 2017
 Currently in the process of completing two years of 
training and is awaiting a flight assignment
Jessica Watkins played professional rugby on 
the US Women’s Sevens National Team before being 
selected as an astronaut candidate in 2017.
